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Early Learning Opportunities Policy
Health and Social Care Standards 
1.2, 1.6, 1.13, 1.15, 1.23, 1.25, 1.26, 1.27, 1.28, 1.29, 1.30, 1.31, 1.32, 1.33, 1.38, 2.2, 2.3, 2.19, 2.21, 2.22, 2.24, 2.27, 3.5, 3.10, 4.1, 4.2, 4.11, 4.25
*Please note unless otherwise stated this policy covers our Early Learning and Childcare, School Aged Childcare, Additional Support Needs services.
Introduction:
At FCSS, we recognise that children learn in different ways and at different rates and plan for this accordingly. We aim to support all children attending the service to attain their maximum potential through understanding their strengths and scaffolding their learning. The curriculum should enable children to make maximum progress towards their learning outcomes.
General Principles:
We provide a positive play environment for every child, so they may develop good social skills and an appreciation of all aspects of this country's multi-cultural society. We plan learning experiences to ensure, as far as practical, there is equality of opportunity for all children and a celebration of diversity.
We maintain a personalised record of every child's development, showing their abilities, progress, interests and areas which may need further support from team members or parental/carer assistance.
For children whose home language is not English, we will take reasonable steps to provide opportunities for them to develop and use their home language in play and learning and support their language development at home. In some areas this can be support using the EAL services available through their local Council.  
We implement the Curriculum for Excellence set by Education Scotland that sets standards to ensure all children learn and develop well. We support and enhance children’s learning and development holistically through play-based activities. We view all aspects of learning and development and maintain a flexible approach which responds quickly to children’s learning and developmental needs. We develop tailor-made activities based on observations which inform future planning and draw on children’s needs and interests. This is promoted through a balance of adult-led and child-initiated opportunities both indoors and outdoors. We value child-led play and ensure we promote this through providing flexible activities, considering ages, development needs and interests. We know that activities provided by team members will allow children to enjoy organised and free play, including quiet times. 

We acknowledge parents and carers as primary educators and encourage parental/carer involvement as outlined in our Parents and carers and Carers as Partners policy. We build strong home links in order to enhance and extend children’s learning both within the service environment and in the child’s home.  
In FCSS, the term curriculum refers to everything children experience in their learning environments, both planned and unplanned. The curriculum is not capped in any way but is about extending children’s knowledge and skills.

We share information about Curriculum for Excellence with parents and carers and signpost them to further support via the following website: 
www.education.gov.scot
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