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Risk Assessment Policy
HSCS: 5.17, 5.22
*Please note unless otherwise stated this policy covers our Early Learning and Childcare, School Aged Childcare, and Additional Support Needs.
Introduction:
At FCSS we promote the safety of children, parents and carers, team members, and visitors by reviewing and reducing any risks.

General Principles:
Risk assessments
Risk assessments document the hazard/aspects of the environment that needs to be checked on a regular basis, who could be harmed, existing controls, the seriousness of the risk/injury, any further action needed to control the risk, who is responsible for what action, when/how often will the action be undertaken, and how this will be monitored and checked and by whom. 
The service carries out written risk assessments regularly (at least annually), but they are working documents which reflect real time practice and can be updated when required. These are regularly reviewed and cover potential risks to children, team members and visitors at the service. When circumstances change in the service, e.g., a significant piece of equipment is introduced, we review our current risk assessment or conduct a new risk assessment dependent on the nature of this change. 
Within the ASN Settings, there are regular Risk Assessments for the children completed, which includes within Setting / Outdoors / Day Trips / Park Visits / Activities etc. There are Individual Child Risk Assessments, and Home Safety as part of our Home Care Service for a 1:1 staff member being in the home.
All team members are trained in the risk assessment process to ensure understanding and compliance. 
All outings away from the service are individually risk assessed and adequately supplied with team members and paediatric first aid trained practitioners. For more details refer to the visits and outings policy. 
Hints and tips
Please refer to the Health and Safety Executive’s ‘Five Steps to Risk Assessment’ www.hse.gov.uk/risk/fivesteps.htm for further support with the risk assessment process. 




The Five Steps to Risk Assessment publication and risk assessment templates can be downloaded from the Health and Safety Executive’s website at www.hse.gov.uk
RBS Mentor can also offer further support with risk assessments.
Reviewed December 2024.
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