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Supervision of Children
HSCS: 3.20, 3.21, 3.22, 3.24, 3.25, 4.14, 5.17

Introduction:
At FCSS we aim to always protect and support the welfare of the children in our care. The service manager is responsible for all team members, students and relief team receiving information on health and safety policies and procedures in the service to supervise the children in their care suitably, ensuring that their needs are being met. 

Safer recruitment guidance 2023.pdf

Guidance on adult to child ratios in early learning and childcare settings.pdf (careinspectorate.com)
General Principles:
Supervision
We ensure that children are always supervised, whether children are indoors or outdoors of the settings, or out within the wider community, they must always be supervised:

Early Years Settings
· Making sure that every child is always within the sight and/or hearing of a suitably vetted member of the team. Monitoring team members deployment across the setting regularly to ensure children’s needs are met.
· Ensuring children are fully always supervised when using water play/paddling pools as we are aware that children can drown in only a few centimetres of water.
· Taking special care when children are using large apparatus e.g. a climbing frame, and when walking up or down steps/stairs, including having one member of the team supervising large outdoor play equipment at all times. Making sure team members recognise and are aware of any dangers relating to bushes, shrubs and plants when on visits/outdoors.
· Team members will support children to identify, minimise and manage risks in their play.
· Supervising children always when eating; monitoring toddlers and babies closely and never leaving babies alone with a bottle. Babies are always bottle fed by a member of the team.
· Supervising sleeping babies/children with a member of the team of robust risk assessment in place, including using a monitor and completing 10-minute checks which are recorded.
· Never leaving babies/children unattended during nappy changing times.
· Supervising children carefully when using scissors or tools including using knives in cooking activities where this is required.
· Increasing team member: child ratios during outings to ensure supervision and safety (please refer to the Outings policy).
· Strictly following any safety guidelines given by other organisations or companies relating to the hire of equipment or services e.g. hire of a bouncy castle. A member of the team MUST supervise the children at all times.

Additional Support Needs Settings
· On arrival at our Setting, the children are allocated to FCSS Team Members as per their stated Ratio, approved by Social Work.
· We then make sure that every child is always within the sight and/or hearing of their allocated FCSS Team Member and that they are supervised as per their Ratio throughout their session.
· Ratios are determined by the Assessed Level of Need for each individual child. In our ASN Settings, the ratios are as follows.
1-3 – 1 staff member to 3 children
1-1 - 1 staff member to 1 child
2-1 – 2 staff members to 1 child
· Ensuring children are always fully supervised when using water play/paddling pools as we are aware that children can drown in only a few centimetres of water.
· Staff having a full awareness of the potential Risks to our children when using indoor or outdoor equipment or within the wider community on walks, by regularly familiarising themselves with each child’s risk assessment, if applicable, as many of our children can be deemed a flight risk or have no awareness or sense of danger, which poses a risk to themselves and others around them. This highlights the importance of appropriate Supervision within our settings.
· Team members will support children to identify, minimise and manage risks in their play.
· Supervising children always when they are eating or being involved with craft or sensory play due to the high risk of choking in relation to certain conditions, such as PICA or Unsafe Swallow etc. 
(Staff can refer to the attached Guidance for more information on these conditions).
· Supervising sleeping children and never leaving them unattended.
· Never leaving children unattended during nappy / pad changing times.
· Supervising children carefully when using scissors or tools including using knives in cooking activities where this is required. Staff to follow Risk Assessments for these activities in relation to the children’s needs.
· Strictly following any safety guidelines given by other organisations or companies relating to the hire of equipment or services e.g., hire of a bouncy castle. A member of the team MUST always supervise the children.
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